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A I R P O R T,  S C H I P H O L

Out with the old and in with the new as the new Hilton Amsterdam Airport Schiphol is more than 
just an impressive landmark – it has redefined airport hotel design, writes Hamish Kilburn…

T
he old Hilton at Schiphol airport is now a 

mere silhouette underneath the shadow of 

the ultra-modern Hilton Amsterdam Airport 

Schiphol. The hotel is as impressive on the 

inside as it is from the outside. Developed by 

Schiphol Real Estate and designed by the 

acclaimed Dutch Mecanoo Architecten, with 

interiors imagined by The Gallery HBA in London, the hotel is 

unlike any other airport hotel.

Step inside and look up, that’s my advice. In the day you may 

catch the occasional plane flying overhead. By night the 

atmosphere changes and guests are welcomed by an eye-

catching display of light reflecting off the 42-metre high-

glazed roof. The atrium is, by far, the beating heart of the 

building. Designed to create a free-flowing pulse in the 

communal area, the cocktail bar and lounge are connected. 

Neutral colours and one-off furniture pieces are subtly 

separated by laser-cut screens modelled after the maps of 

Amsterdam’s canals which are carefully positioned to give 

guests privacy while keeping the space open and fluid. “The 

abstract shapes of the carpets have been inspired by maps 

and aerial views of the Dutch coastal landscape” says 

Constantina Tsoutsikou, head designer from The Gallery HBA.

Upstairs, 433 rooms have been designed to offer two 

perspectives. Guests can either choose an atrium-facing or 

outer-facing room. Throughout, Dutch culture is stylishly 

referenced in the interiors. Art pieces created in collaboration 

with the Delft-based artist, Israel Paez, are displayed above the 

headboards while Dutch embroidery designs are printed on 

coffee tables. Connecting the public areas on the ground floor, 

a steel wall flows through the entire space. Its design is also 

encompasses the traditional maps that trace the old sea 

routes of trading ships.

To the exterior of the building, layers of colour – black, 

white and grey – combine with diamond-shaped windows 

to imitate a snakeskin appearance, which disguises the 

rooms when looking in from the outside. The core design 

serves to emphasise the iconic appearance. “The façade is 

very recognisable. The 45-degree twist is important. Yes, it 

creates an iconic landmark, but it also creates a new 

direction. It also sits comfortably on the curve of the highway 

to the arrivals and departures terminals,” says Ellen van der 

Wal, partner at Mecanoo Architecten.

From floors nine to 11, the executive suites follow a ‘home-

away-from-home’ concept. A large Executive Lounge on the 

10th floor offers panoramic views of the airport and the city of 

Amsterdam. Its interior is an elegant balance of the 

contemporary and the classic.

Quick morning meetings can be held at the marble breakfast 

buffet while the library, with its high-back velvet armchairs, 

offers a comforting escape for discreet conversations or 

browsing the books displayed in the timber bookcase.



The jewel of the hotel comes in the form of the Diamond Suite. Featuring an 

M.C. Escher-style polygon woodcut floor in the bathroom, living and dining 

areas, it is – as the name suggests – luxurious and beautiful. Fabrics are rich and 

tactile while chic contemporary furniture, combined with more idiosyncratic 

pieces, ensure the design narrative moves a world away from the all-too-

familiar clinical airport atmosphere.

Night and day is a strong theme to explore in an international airport hotel. 

Time becomes an abstract concept to many suffering from jet lag or those  

unfortunate passengers whose flights have been delayed. As well as spotlights 

on the balconies reflecting light onto the ceiling, even the carpets in the 

corridors have been designed so that one side is light and the other dark. The 

hotel’s gently curved design means the corridors feel welcoming and they 

avoid the sight of long hallways stretching ahead.

The spa has been created and inspired by Schiphol Airport’s position four 

metres below sea level. “Imagine you are in an underwater world in this part 

of the hotel” says Tsoutsikou. Levels have been explored to exude a true 

sense of tranquillity. In the spa’s reception, faceted glass chandeliers encase 

a glow; wrapped and suspended from rope, they give a nod to the rustic-

maritime history of Holland’s north-sea coastal towns and cities.
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In the Bowery Restaurant, floor-to-ceiling black metal 

and textured glass panels break up the space. Three 

open kitchen nooks feature Delft-inspired wall tiles 

detailed with discreet reference to traditional Dutch 

objects and symbols, such as bicycles, music and 

windmills. Quirky furniture – tables shaped like giant 

chess pieces and banquette backs fashioned like the 

much-loved local speculaas cookie – catch the eye 

and raise a smile.

Designed with location in mind, the Hilton Amsterdam 

Airport Schiphol is connected to the airport by a 

covered walkway, The Traverse, bringing travellers 

directly from the terminals to the meeting centre and 

further into the atrium. The hotel boasts an impressive 

1,700 square metres of meeting and event space and is 

now the airport’s leading conference hotel.

It’s taken a number of years, but it has been worth the 

wait. The new Hilton Amsterdam Airport Schiphol will 

accommodate more than double the amount of guests 

that the old building could. Furthermore, with modern 

design in both architecture and interiors, the opening of 

this hotel stands as a significant milestone in international 

airport hotel design.

HOTEL GROUP: Hilton Hotels and Resorts 

ARCHITECTURE: Mecanoo Architecten 

INTERIOR DESIGN: HBA, The Gallery 

SUPPLIERS: Furniture: Poliform, Fritz Hansen, 

Linteloo, Roderick Vos, Gispen, Gubi, Vepa, Boss 

Design, Tom Dixon, Vitra, Viccarbe, Heijden Hume, 

Molteni, Minotti, B&B Italia, Giorgetti, Zeitraum, Kettal, 

Tacchini, Sebastian Herkner, thewrkshop.gr, Ozoliving 

Lighting: Frandsen project, Rewired.dk, Leds-C4, 

Moooi, Delightful, Foscarini –Diesel, Contardi                                                       

Fabrics: Kvadrat, Rubelli, Pierre Frey, Opuzen, 

Casamance, Lizzo, Zimmer+Rohde, Fox linton, Dedar, 

Nya Nordiska, Harlequin, Skopos, Pyton 

Wallcoverings: Tektura, Seltex, Dixon Turner, Vescom 

Carpet and Rugs: OW hospitality, Danskina 

Bathroom fittings and accessories: Hansgrohe, 

Villeroy Boch, Absolute lifestyle 

Drapery hardware: Forest group

hiltonworldwide.com/portfolio/hilton/The spa, inpired by the airport’s position 
being four metres below sea level
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